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Construction of Language
In this Ordinance, certain words shall be interpreted as follows: The word "person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company or corporation, as well as an individual; the present tense includes the future tense, the singular number includes the plural, and the plural includes the singular; the word "shall" is mandatory, and the word "may" is permissive; the word "used" or "occupied" includes the words "intended," "designed," or "arranged to be used or occupied," the word "building" includes the word "structure," and the word" dwelling" includes the word "residence," the word "lot" includes "plot" or "Parcel.( In the case of any difference of meaning or implication between the text of this Ordinance and any map or illustration, the text shall control.

Terms not defined shall have the customary dictionary meaning.

12-101.2
Definitionstc \l3 "12-101.2
Definitions
In this Ordinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings unless a contrary meaning is required by the context or is specifically prescribed.

ABUTTER- The owner(s) of property sharing a common boundary with a given piece of property, whether or not these properties are separated by a public or private street or right of way. The owners of property shall be considered to be the parties listed by the Tax Assessor of Greene as the ones against whom taxes are assessed. 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE OR USE- A separate use or structure which is customarily both incidental and subordinate to the principal structure and is on the same lot only. The term "incidental" in reference to the principal structure shall mean both a) subordinate and minor in significance to the principal structure, and b) attendant to the principal structure. Such accessory structures, when aggregated shall not subordinate the alleged principal use of the lot. Accessory structures shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet in floor area.

For the purpose of this definition, an addition to or extension of an existing principal structure such as a deck or garage where the addition is attached to the principal structure by a common wall and roof is considered a part of the principal structure.

Adult Book, Video and/or Entertainment Store- An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of it stock in trade in sexual devices, printed or video material including, but not limited to, magazines, books, pictures, photographs, videos, computer video or connection, or films for sale or viewing on premises that are distinguished or characterized by their emphasis on matter depicting, describing or relating to sexual activities or anatomical areas, or an establishment with a segment or section devoted to the sale or display of such material, or an establishment that holds itself out to the public as a purveyor of such materials based upon its signage, advertising, displays, actual sales, presence of video preview or coin-operated booths, the exclusion of minors from the establishment’s premises, or any other factors showing that the establishment’s primary purpose is to purvey such material.

Adult Entertainment Facility- An establishment devoted to adult entertainment, either with or without a liquor license, presenting material, either live or via film, video, computer or other media, and distinguished or characterized by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to sexual activities or anatomical genital areas or featuring topless dancers, strippers, male or female impersonators, or similar entertainers for observation by patrons.  Entertainers shall include employees, contracted firms offering such entertainers, and patrons who may be encouraged to perform in a sexually explicit manner or display anatomical areas.

AGRICULTURE- The production, keeping or maintenance for sale or lease, of plants and/or animals, including but not limited to: forages and sod crops; grains and seed crops; dairy animals and dairy products; livestock; fruits and vegetables; and ornamental and green house products. Agriculture does not include confined feeding operations, forest management and timber harvesting activities.

AGRICULTURAL RELATED SALES AND SERVICES- The use of buildings or land for sale of equipment, products or services to those primarily engaged in agricultural and forestry activities.

AGGRIEVED PARTY- An owner of land whose property is directly or indirectly affected by the granting or denial of an approval, permit or variance under this Ordinance; a person whose land abuts land for which an approval, permit or variance has been granted; or any other person or group of persons who have suffered particularized injury as a result of the granting or denial of such approval, permit or variance.

ALTERATION- Any change or modification in construction, (normal maintenance of buildings or property shall not be misconstrued as an alteration) or change in the structural members of a building or structure such as bearing walls, columns, beams or girders, or in the use of a building. The term shall also include change, modification, or addition of a deck, dormer, or roof of a building.

AQUICULTURE- The growing or propagation of harvestable freshwater, plant or animal species.

AUTOMOBILE GRAVEYARD- A yard, field or other area used as a place of storage, other than temporary storage of up to one hundred twenty (120) days by an establishment or place of business which is engaged primarily in doing auto body repair work for the purpose of making repairs to render a motor vehicle serviceable, for three (3) or more unserviceable, discarded, worn out or junked motor vehicles as defined in Title 29, section 1, subsection 7, or parts thereof.

BACKLOT- Any lot or parcel of land that does not have frontage on a public street or privately -owned street meeting the standards contained in Chapter 5, Street Construction Standards.

BASAL AREA- The area of cross section of a tree stem at 4 1/2 feet above ground level inclusive of bark. 

BASEMENT- Any portion of a building with a floor to ceiling height of six (6) feet or more and having more than 50% of its volume below the existing ground level.

BED & BREAKFAST - 

BUILDING- See STRUCTUREBUILDING PERMIT- The official written document to be displayed at the construction site that grants the authorization for the construction. This document is issued by the Building Inspector.

CAMPGROUND- Any area or tract of land to accommodate two (2) or more parties in temporary living quarters, including, but not limited to tents, recreational vehicles or other shelters.

CANOPY – the more or less continuous cover formed by tree crowns in a wooded area. 

CARPORTS-

CHANGE OF USE- Any action which alters an existing or proposed use of a property to any other use.  The change will be in the actual function or type of business occurring or proposed for the property and shall not be limited to the categories of uses as set forth in Chapter 3.  Multiple uses may exist on any property provided that a Change of Use has been granted for each use. This includes the rental or leasing of any portion of a parcel with an approved use for any other additional use(s).

CHILD CARE HOME- A child boarding home, summer camp, foster family home or other place providing domiciliary arrangements for compensation of less than three children, unrelated to the operator by blood, marriage or adoption, under eighteen years of age. 

COLLECTOR  STREET- A Collector Street shall be those streets and roads classified by the Maine Department of Transportation as either Major or Minor Collectors according to the Federal Functional Classification System.
COMMERCIAL COMMUNICATION TOWER-Any structure, antenna, tower, or other device which provides radio/television transmission, commercial mobile wireless services, unlicensed wireless service, cellular phone service, specialized mobile radio communications (SMR) common carrier wireless exchange phone service e, specialized mobile radio communication (SMR), common carrier wireless exchange access service, and personal communications service (PCS) or pager service. 

COMMERCIAL RECREATION- Any commercial enterprise that receives a fee in return for some recreational activity.

COMMERCIAL USE- The use of lands, buildings or structures, other than a "home occupation" as defined below, the intent and result of which activity is the production of income from the buying and selling of goods and/or services, exclusive of rental residential buildings and/or dwelling units.

COMMON DRIVEWAY- A vehicular access-way serving two (2) single-family dwellings that provides access to a street.

CONFINED FEEDING OPERATIONS- Specialized livestock production enterprises with confined beef cattle and hog feeding and poultry and egg farms and accessory structures.  These operations have large animal populations restricted to small areas. 

CONFORMING USE- A use of buildings, structures or land which complies with all applicable provisions of this Ordinance.

CONGREGATE HOUSING-  Residential housing consisting of private apartments and central dining facilities and within which a congregate housing supportive services program serves functionally impaired elderly or disabled occupants; the individuals are unable to live independently yet do not require the constant supervision or intensive health care available at intermediate care or skilled nursing facilities.  Congregate housing shall include only those facilities which have been certified by the State of Maine as meeting all certification standards and guidelines for congregate housing facilities as promulgated by the Department of Human Services pursuant to the provisions of Maine State Statutes.

CONSTRUCTION- Includes building, erecting, altering, reconstructing, moving upon or any physical operations on the premises which are required for construction. Excavating, fill, drainage, and the like, shall be considered a part of construction.

CORNER LOT- Any lot bordered by two (2) intersecting streets. 

DAY CARE-

DBH – the diameter of a standing tree measured 4.5 feet from ground level.

DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS- Numerical standards relating to spatial relationships including but not limited to setback, lot area, street frontage and height.

DIRECT WATERSHED OF A GREAT POND- Any land area that contributes stormwater runoff either by surface water or subsurface flow to a great pond without such runoff traveling through another great pond

DISABILITY- Any disability, infirmity, malformation, disfigurement, congenital defect or mental condition caused by bodily injury, accident, disease, birth defect, environmental conditions or illness; and also includes the physical or mental condition of a person which constitutes a substantial handicap as determined by a psychologist as well as any other health or sensory impairment which requires special education, vocational rehabilitation or related services.

DITCH- A natural or constructed waterway or outlet shaped or graded to form a parabolic cross section, for safe conveyance of runoff.

DREDGING- The act of excavating or dredging material (natural or unnatural) from any navigable waters.

DRIVEWAY- A vehicular access-way serving one (1) lot that provides access to a street.

DUPLEX OR TWO FAMILY DWELLING- A structure that provides living accommodations for two (2) families by having separate entrances, kitchens, bedrooms, porches, living rooms, baths, with a full common wall or (floor/ceiling) between the living units and a single foundation (or slab) for the structure.

DWELLING-A building or structure of portion thereof used for residential purposes. 

EARTH MOVING- The removal of earth from its original position.

ECHO UNIT- Elderly Cottage Housing Opportunity- A small residential living area (not more than 600 square feet of floor area) contained in a structure placed or constructed to the side or rear of an existing single family dwelling to be occupied by one or two people who are (a) age is 62 or older or (b) disabled, who are related by birth, marriage, or adoption to the occupants of one principal residence, and who benefit from living close to the family.

ELDERLY HOUSING COMPLEX- A dwelling complex that is occupied by a minimum of ten (10) persons 62 years of age or older and/or handicapped persons as a residential living environment with other persons 62 years of age or older and/or handicapped persons.

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS- Operations conducted for the public health, safety or general welfare, such as protection of resources from immediate destruction or loss, law enforcement, and operations to rescue human beings, property and livestock from the threat of destruction or injury.

ESSENTIAL SERVICES- The construction, alteration or maintenance of gas, electrical or communication facilities; steam, fuel, electric power or water transmission or distribution lines, towers and related equipment; telephone cables or lines, poles and related equipment; gas, oil, water slurry or similar pipelines; municipal sewage lines, collection or supply systems; and associated storage tanks. Such systems may include towers, poles, wires, mains, drains, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarms and police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants and similar accessories, but shall not include service drops or buildings which are necessary for the furnishing of such services.

EXPANSION OF A STRUCTURE- An increase in the floor area or volume of a structure, including all extensions such as, but not limited to attached: decks, garages, porches and greenhouses.

EXPANSION OF USE- The addition of one or months to a use's operating season; additional hours of operation; or use of more floor area or land area devoted to a particular use.

FAMILY- One or more persons occupying a premises and living as a single housekeeping unit, as distinguished from a group occupying a boarding house, lodging house, motel or hotel.

FILLING- Depositing or dumping any matter on or into the ground or water.

FLOOD PLAIN- The lands adjacent to a water body which have been or may be covered by a regional flood. These areas are defined by the 100 year flood plain as designated on the Federal Emergency Management Agency's (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps or Flood Hazard Boundary Maps.

FLOOR AREA- The sum of the horizontal areas of floor(s) of a structure inclosed by exterior walls, plus the horizontal area of any unenclosed portions of a structure such as porches and decks.

FOREST MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES- Timber cruising and other forest resource evaluation activities, pesticide or fertilizer application, management planning activities, timber stand improvement pruning, regeneration of forest stands, and other similar or associated activities, exclusive of timber harvesting and the construction, creation or maintenance of roads.

FORESTED WETLAND- A freshwater wetland dominated by woody vegetation is six (6) meters tall or taller.

FOUNDATION- The supporting substructure of a building or other structure including but not limited to basements, slabs, sills, posts or frost walls.

FRESHWATER WETLAND- Water Wetland- Means fresh water swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas which are:

a.
Inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and for a duration sufficient to support, and which under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of wetland vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils; and

b.
Not considered part of great pond, river, stream or brook.

These areas may contain small stream channels or inclusions of land that do not conform to the criteria.

FRESHWATER WETLAND (Shoreland Zone)- freshwater swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas, other than forested wetlands which are:

1.
of ten or more contiguous acres; or of less than 10 contiguous acres and adjacent to a surface water body, excluding any river, stream or brook such that in a natural state, the combined surface area is in excess of 10 acres; and

2.
inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and for a duration sufficient to support, and which under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of wetland vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soils.

Freshwater wetlands may contain small stream channels or inclusions of land that do not conform to the criteria of this definition.

FUNCTIONAL WATER-DEPENDENT USES- Those uses that require, for their primary purpose, location on submerged lands or that require direct access to, or location in, inland waters and which cannot be located away from these waters.  The uses include, but are not limited to recreational fishing and boating facilities, waterfront dock facilities,  excluding recreational boat storage buildings, boatyards and boat building facilities, marinas, navigation aides, basins and channels, industrial uses requiring large volumes of cooling or processing water and which cannot reasonably be located or operated at an inland site.

GRADE- In relation to buildings, it is the average of the finished ground level at the center of each wall of a building.

GREAT POND- Any inland body of water which in a natural state has a surface area in excess of ten acres, and any inland body of water artificially formed or increased which has a surface area in excess of thirty (30) acres except for the purposes of this Ordinance, where the artificially formed or increased inland body of water is completely surrounded by land held by a single owner.

GREAT POND CLASSIFIED GPA- Any great pond classified GPA, pursuant to Title 38, M.R.S.A. Article 4-A.  

GROUND COVER- small plants, fallen leaves, needles and twigs, and the partially decayed organic matter of the forest floor.

HABITAT – 

HEIGHT OF A STRUCTURE- The vertical distance between the grade at the downhill side of the structure and the highest point of the structure, excluding chimneys, steeples, antennas, and similar appurtenances which have no floor area. 

HOME OCCUPATION - An occupation conducted entirely within a dwelling or accessory structure by a member or members of the immediate family residing thereon which is clearly incidental to the residential use.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE- Roof tops, walkways, patios, driveways, parking lots or storage areas, concrete or asphalt. Paving, gravel, packed earthen materials, and macadam or other surfaces which similarly impeded the natural infiltration of stormwater.

INCREASE IN NONCONFORMITY OF A STRUCTURE- Any change in a structure or property which causes further deviation from the dimensional standard(s) creating the nonconformity.  Property changes or structure expansions which either meet the dimensional standard or which cause no further increase in the linear extent of the nonconformance of the existing structure shall not be considered to increase the nonconformity.  For example, there is no increase in nonconformity if the expansion extends no further into the required setback area than does any portion of the existing nonconforming structure.

INDIVIDUAL PRIVATE CAMPSITE-  An area of land which is not associated with a campground, but which is developed for repeated camping by only one group not to exceed ten (10) individuals and which involves site improvements which may include but not be limited to gravel pads, parking areas, fire places, or tent platforms.

INDUSTRIAL- The assembling, fabrication, finishing, manufacturing, packaging or processing of goods, or the extraction of minerals.

INDUSTRIAL PARK-

JUNKYARD- A yard, field, or other area used as a place of storage for:  

1.
Automobile graveyards (as defined by M.R.S.A. Title 30-A, Sections 3751-3760).

2.
Discarded, worn out or junked plumbing, heating supplies, household appliances and furniture.

3.
Discarded scrap and junked lumber.

4.
Old or scrap copper, brass, rope, rags, batteries, paper trash, rubber or plastic debris, waste and all scrap iron, steel, and other scrap ferrous or non-ferrous material, and;

5.
Garbage dumps, waste dumps, and sanitary fills.

LAGOON- An artificial enlargement of a water body, primarily by means of dredging and excavation.

LOCALLY ESTABLISH-

LOT- An area of land in one ownership, or leasehold, with ascertainable boundaries established by deed or instrument of record, or a segment of land ownership defined by lot boundary lines on a land subdivision plan duly approved by the Planning Board and recorded in the County Registry of Deeds.

LOT AREA- The area of land enclosed within the boundary lines of a lot, not including area of a great pond.

LOT COVERAGE- The percentage of the lot covered by all buildings.

LOT, MINIMUM AREA- The required lot area for a single use.

LPI- Licensed Plumbing Inspector

M.R.S.A.- Maine Revised Statutes Annotated

MANUFACTURED HOME-

MARINA-  A business establishment having frontage on navigable water and, as its principal use, providing for hire moorings or docking facilities for boats, and which may also provide accessory services such as boat and related sales, boat repair and construction, indoor and outdoor storage of boats and equipment, boat and tackle shops, and boat fuel service facilities.

MARKET VALUE- The estimated price a property will bring in the open market and under prevailing market conditions in a sale between a willing seller and a willing buyer, both conversant with the property and with prevailing general price levels.

MINERAL EXPLORATION- Hand sampling, test boring, or other methods of determining the nature or extent of mineral resources which create minimal disturbance to the land and which include reasonable measures to restore the land to its original condition.

MINERAL EXTRACTION- Any operation within any twelve (12) month period which removes more than one hundred (100) cubic yards of soil, topsoil, loam, sand, gravel, clay, rock, peat, or other like material from its natural location, and to transport the product removed, away from the extraction site.

MINOR STREET- A street servicing less than nineteen (19) lots or dwelling units.

MOBILE HOME- A structure designed as a dwelling unit for location on a permanent foundation, and containing sleeping accommodations, a toilet, a tub or shower bath, and kitchen facilities, including major appliances and furniture, with plumbing and electrical connections provided for attachment to outside systems; and designed to be transported after fabrication on its own wheels.

MOBILE HOME PARK- A parcel of land under unified ownership approved by the municipality for the placement of three (3) or more manufactured homes. (As contained in State Law.) 

MOBILE HOME PARK LOT- The area of land on which an individual home is situated within a mobile home park and which is reserved for the use of the occupants of that home.

MODULAR HOME-

MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL- A residential structure containing three (3) or more residential dwelling units.

NATIVE – indigenous to the local forests.

NATURAL RESOURCE BASED PROCESSING/MANUFACTURING- The processing and manufacturing of products primarily from raw natural resources, Such activities include but are not limited to saw mills,  vegetable and fruit packing and processing,  and dairy product processing. 

NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL- Commercial use with less than 1,500 square feet of floor area intended to serve the convenience of primarily residential neighborhoods.

NON-CONFORMING CONDITION – non-conforming lot, structure or use which is allowed solely because it was in lawful existence at the time this Ordinance or subsequent amendment took effect.

NON‑CONFORMING LOT- A single lot of record which at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, does not meet the area, frontage, width or spatial requirements Ordinance.

NON-CONFORMING RIGHT OF WAY- A right-of way, other than those on which a public way maintained by the Town of Greene or the State of Maine is located or a private way shown on a recorded plan and approved by the Planning Board, that is less than sixty (60) feet in width.

NON-CONFORMING STREET -A vehicular way other than those maintained by the Town of Greene or the State of Maine, not meeting the standards of Chapter 5, Street Construction Standards.

NON-CONFORMING STRUCTURE- A structure which does not meet any one or more of the following dimensional requirements: setback, height, or lot coverage, but which is allowed solely because it was in lawful existence at the time this Ordinance or subsequent amendments took affect.

NON-CONFORMING USE- Use of buildings, structures, premises, land or part thereof which is not permitted in the district in which it is situated, but which is allowed to remain solely because it was in lawful existence at the time this Ordinance or subsequent amendments took affect.

NORMAL HIGHWATER LINE- That line which is apparent from visible markings, changes in the character of soils due to prolonged action of the water or changes in vegetation, and which distinguishes between predominantly aquatic and predominantly terrestrial land. Areas contiguous with rivers and great ponds that support non-forested wetland vegetation and hydric soils and that are at the same or lower elevation as the water level of the river or great pond during the period of normal high-water are considered part of the river or great pond

NUISANCE- 1) A thing or condition causing danger or annoyance either to a limited number of persons or to the general public or, because of its attraction, to children who will be unlikely to recognize its dangerous quality. 2) Any property or use existing in violation of this Ordinance.   

PERSON- An individual, corporation, governmental agency, municipality, trust, estate, partnership, association, two or more individuals having joint or common interest, or other legal entity.

PIERS, DOCK, WHARFS, BRIDGES, AND STRUCTURES- and uses extending over or beyond the normal high-water line or within a wetland:

Temporary:
Structures which remain in or over the water for less than seven (7) months in any period of twelve (12) consecutive months.

Permanent:
Structures which remain in or over the water for seven (7) months or more in any period of twelve (12) consecutive months.

PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE- Any building that can fully function on its own with no obvious secondary or dependent relationship to the other, such as a garage, barn or shed.

PRINCIPAL USE- A use other than one which is wholly incidental or accessory to the use of another building or use on the same premises.

PRIVATELY OWNED STREET:  A street which is not intended to be dedicated as a town way.

PUBLIC FACILITY- Any facility, including, but not limited to, buildings, property, recreation areas, and streets, easements or rights-of-ways, which are owned, leased, or otherwise operated, or funded by a governmental body or public entity.

PUBLIC UTILITY- Any person, firm, corporation, municipal department, board of commission authorized to furnish gas, steam, electricity, waste disposal, communication facilities, transportation or water to the public.

PUBLIC WAY- An area or strip of land designated and held by the municipality or the State of Maine for the passage and use of the general public by motor vehicle.

RAIN GARDENS-

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE- A vehicle or an attachment to a vehicle designed to be towed and designed for temporary sleeping or living quarters for one or more persons, and which may include a pick-up camper, travel trailer, tent trailer, camp trailer, and motor home. In order to be considered as a vehicle and not as a structure, the unit must remain with it's tires on the ground, and must be registered with a State Division of Motor Vehicles.

RENOVATION- Any improvement to the exterior that requires an electrical or plumbing permit and that is not an alteration, new construction or enlargement.

REPLACEMENT SEPTIC SYSTEM- A system intended to replace an existing system which is either malfunctioning or being upgraded with no significant change of design flow or use of the structure.

RESIDUAL BASAL AREA- The sum of the basal area of trees remaining on a harvest site.

RESUMPTION OF USE- The reestablishment of the former use or activity.

RIGHT-OF-WAY- A strip of land acquired by fee simple, reservation, dedication, prescription, or condemnation. The land reserved for the passage over land of another. The total width of the land area within which a public or private street is located or to be located. (NOTE: For the purpose of establishing building and other improvement setbacks, setback distances shall be measured from the outer most right-of-way limit, NOT the edge of traveled-way or pavement.)

RIVER- A free-flowing body of water including its associated flood plain wetlands from that point at which it provides drainage for a watershed of twenty-five (25) square miles to its mouth.

ROAD- See Street 

SECONDARY STRUCTURE- Any structure of over one hundred (100) square feet in floor area which exists or is to be constructed or placed on a lot and whose use is secondary to that of the principal structure on the same lot. This includes, but is not limited to, items such as truck trailers or bodies used for storage purposes.

SERVICE DROP- any utility line extension which does not cross or run beneath any portion of a water body provided that:

1.
in the case of electric service

a.
the placement of wires and/or the installation of utility poles is  located entirely upon the premises of the customer requesting service or upon a roadway right-of-way; and

b.
the total length of the extension is less than one thousand (1,000) feet.

2.
in the case of telephone service

a.
the extension, regardless of length, will be made by the installation of telephone wires to existing utility poles, or

b.
the extension requiring the installation of new utility poles or placement underground is less than one thousand (1,000) feet in length.

SERVICES- Uses that provide a serve rather than a product including banking, insurance, real estate, hotels, personal services, business services and, health services

SETBACK- The minimum horizontal distance from a lot line, right of way or normal high-water line of a water body, tributary stream or upland edge of a wetland to the nearest part of a structure.

SHORE FRONTAGE- The length of a lot bordering on a water body or wetland measured in a straight line between the intersections of the lot lines with the shoreline. 

SHORELAND ZONE - The land area located within two-hundred fifty (250') feet, horizontal distance of the normal high-water line of any great pond or river; within two-hundred fifty (250') feet horizontal distance of the upland edge of a freshwater wetland; or within seventy-five (75') feet, horizontal distance, of the normal high-water line of a stream.

SIGN- Any device, fixture, placard or structure that uses color, form, graphic, illumination, symbol, or writing to advertise, announce the purpose of, or identify the purpose of a person or entity, or to communicate information of any kind to the public.

SIGNIFICANT VIEW LOCATION- Points where scenic views can be accessed as identified in the Greene Comprehensive Plan.

SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING- A structure containing only one (1) dwelling unit for occupation by not more than one family.


SKID TRAIL – a route repeatedly used by forwarding machinery or animal to haul or drag forest products from the stump to the yard or landing, the construction of which requires minimal excavation.

SLASH - the residue, e.g., treetops and branches, left on the ground after a timber harvest.

STORAGE OF MINERALS- The stock piling of topsoil, loam, rock, sand, gravel or other similar materials on a site to be moved to another location at a future date.

STREAM (SHORELAND ZONE)-  A free-flowing body of water from the outlet of a great pond or the point confluence of two (2) perennial streams as depicted by a solid blue line on the most recent edition of a United States Geological Survey 7.5 minute series topographic map, or if not available, a 15-minute series topographic map, to the point where the body of water becomes a river or flows to another water body or wetland within the shoreland area.

STREAM, RIVER OR BROOK- A channel between defined banks.  A channel is created by the action of surface water and has two (2) or more of the following characteristics.

A.
It is depicted as a solid or broken blue line on the most recent edition of the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5-minute series topography map or if that is not available, a 15-minute series topography map.

B.
It contains or is known to contain flowing water continuously for a period of at least 3 months of the year in most years.

C.
The channel bed is primarily composed of material such as sand and gravel, parent material or bedrock that has been deposited or scoured by water.

D.
The channel contains aquatic animals such as fish, aquatic insects or mollusks in the water or, if no surface water is present in the stream bed.

E.
The channel bed contains aquatic vegetation and is essentially devoid of upland vegetation.

River, stream or brook does not mean a ditch or other drainage way constructed and maintained solely for the purpose of draining storm water or a grassy swale.

STREET-A vehicular public way maintained by the Town of Greene or the State of Maine, a private vehicular way shown on a recorded plan and approved by the Planning Board or a vehicular way meeting the standards of Chapter  5 Street Construction Standards. The term street does not include driveways, common driveways, farm roads or logging roads.  

STREET NEW CONSTRUCTION- See Chapter 5.102-12.

STREET RECONDITIONING- The replacement of the wearing surface or the overlying of a new wearing surface over the existing surface. Street reconditioning may include the placement of new base material and shoulder grading. Street reconditioning shall not include the placement of new sub base material on 50% or more of the project length.

STREET RECONSTRUCTION- The rebuilding, including new sub base on 50% and more of the project length, pavement, shoulders and ditches, of a street or section of a street.

STRUCTURE- Anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires a fixed location on or in the ground or in the water, or an attachment to something having a fixed location on the ground, including buildings, signs, commercial park rides and games, carports, porches, and other building features, including stacks and antennas, but not including sidewalls, fences, driveways, parking lots, and field or garden walls or embankment retaining walls.

STRUCTURE-SHORELAND ZONE- Anything built for the support, shelter or enclosure of persons, animals, goods or property of any kind, together with anything constructed or erected with a fixed location on or in the ground, exclusive of fences, and poles, wiring and other aerial equipment normally associated with service drops as well as guying and guy anchors.  The term includes structures temporarily or permanently located such as decks, patios and satellite dishes.

SUBDIVISION- The division of a tract or parcel of land into three or more lots as defined by State law and in addition shall include developments where there are three or more units involved such as mobile home parks, multiple family housing, apartment houses, multiple housing units, mini malls, shopping plazas, business complexes, condominiums, shopping centers and industrial parks.

SUBDIVISION, MAJOR:  Any subdivision containing more than five (5) lots or dwelling units, or units in a shopping center or similar commercial establishment or any subdivision containing a proposed street.

SUBDIVISION, MINOR:  Any subdivision containing not more than five (5) lots or dwelling units, and in which no street is proposed to be constructed or units in a shopping center or similar commercial establishment.

SUSTAINED SLOPE- A change in elevation where the referenced percent grade is substantially maintained or exceeded throughout the measured area.

SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION- The progression of work to the point where the structure or improvement is habitable or usable for the purpose(s) intended without presenting a health or safety hazard to the occupants, users, employees, or customers and without creating a potential environmental problem due to erosion control, stormwater management, or wastewater disposal as determined by the Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer.  It shall include, but not necessarily be limited to adequate plumbing, an electrical system in accordance with the State Electrical Code, completed but not necessarily painted, interior partitions of main rooms, windows, exterior doors, final roofing, and permanent site work and vegetation or other means to control erosion and manage stormwater.

SUBSTANTIAL ENLARGEMENT- The expansion of the land area of the development site or the expansion of the floor area of any structure by either five hundred (500) square feet or twenty-five (25) percent in area (whichever is less provided such expansion involves at least two hundred fifty (250) square feet) within any five (5) year period. 

SUBSTANTIAL START- Completion of thirty (30) percent of a permitted structure or use measured as a percentage of estimated total cost.

SUBSURFACE SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM- any system designed to dispose of waste or waste water on or beneath the surface of the earth; includes, but is not limited to: septic tanks; disposal fields; grandfathered cesspools; holding tanks; pretreatment filter, piping, or any other fixture, mechanism, or apparatus used for those purposes; does not include any discharge system licensed under 38 M.R.S.A. section 414, any surface waste water disposal system, or any municipal or quasi-municipal sewer or waste water treatment system.

SWIMMING POOL- A permanent outdoor man-made receptacle or excavation designed to hold water to a depth of at least twenty-four (24") inches, primarily for swimming or bathing, whether in the ground or above the ground. A swimming pool over one hundred (100) square feet is considered to be a structure.

TEMPORARY, MOBILE VENDOR- A seller of goods or services at a location or locations in the town of Greene whose primary facility is not permanently affixed to the earth such as, but not limited to, a motor vehicle, cart, wagon, tent, or stand for a period not to exceed 120 days from the date of issuance of the permit.  Said vendor may be located on public land or private land upon which said vendor has written permission to operate.  The vendor shall not have any acquired interest in any private land upon which said vendor wishes to operate. 

TIMBER HARVESTING- the cutting and removal of timber for the primary purpose of selling or processing forest products. The cutting or removal of trees in the shoreland zone on a lot that has less than two (2) acres within the shoreland zone shall not be considered timber harvesting.  Such cutting or removal of trees shall be regulated pursuant to Section 15 (P), Clearing or Removal of Vegetation for Activities Other Than Timber Harvesting.

TRIBUTARY STREAM- means a channel between defined banks created by the action of surface water, which is characterized by the lack of terrestrial vegetation or by the presence of a bed, devoid of topsoil, containing waterborne deposits or exposed soil, parent material or bedrock; and which is connected hydrologically with other water bodies.  “Tributary stream” does not include rills or gullies forming because of accelerated erosion in disturbed soils where the natural vegetation cover has been removed by human activity.

This definition does not include the term "stream" as defined elsewhere in this Ordinance, and only applies to that portion of the tributary stream located within the shoreland zone of the receiving water body or wetland.

TRACT, or PARCEL, of LAND- All contiguous land in the same ownership, whether or not the land is separated at any point by: an intermittent or non‑navigable stream provided that lands on the opposite sides of a public or private road are considered each a separate tract or parcel of land unless the road was established by the owner of land on both sides of the road unless in subdivision.
UPLAND EDGE OF A WETLAND- The boundary between upland and wetland. For purposes of a freshwater wetland, the upland edge is formed where the soils are not saturated for a duration sufficient to support wetland vegetation; or where the soils support the growth of wetland vegetation, but such vegetation is dominated by woody stems that are six (6) meters (approximately twenty (20) foot) tall or taller.

USE- The purpose for which land or a structure is arranged, designed, or intended, or for which land or a structure is or may be occupied.

USE PERMIT- Is a written document issued by the Code Enforcement Officer and/or Planning Board that provides evidence the property use applied for has been found acceptable (possibly with conditions and/or restrictions) and is authorized for that purpose.

VARIANCE- A relaxation of the terms of this Ordinance where such variance is specifically authorized under Chapter 8.

VEGETATION- All live trees, shrubs, and other plants, including without limitations, trees, both over and under four (4") inches in diameter, measured four and one half (4 (') feet above ground level.

VERNAL POOLS- 

WAREHOUSING- A structure used primarily for the storage of goods and materials.

WETLAND- See Freshwater Wetland

WATER BODY- Any great pond, river or stream.

WATER CROSSING-  Any project extending from one bank to the opposite bank of a river, stream, tributary stream, or wetland whether under, through, or over the water or wetland.   Such projects include, but may not be limited to, roads, fords, bridges, culverts, water lines, sewer lines, and cables, as well as maintenance work on these crossings. This definition includes crossings for timber harvesting equipment and related activities.

WOODY VEGETATION - live trees or woody, non-herbaceous shrubs.

WRITTEN PETITION- A petition signed by at least ten (10) percent of the municipal voters in the last Gubernatorial Election.

AMENDED:  March 8, 2003

REVISED: October 31, 2008

AMENDED:  March 7, 2009
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