Town of Greene, Maine

Planning Board Minutes

December 8, 2009 

      Rebecca Laliberte, Chairman, 946-3687

      Peter Jolicoeur, Secretary & Associate, 946-7250

      John Bennett, Treasurer, 946-4125

      Gaetan Breton, Jr., 576-6812

      George Schott, Associate, 946-7972

      Donna Harrison, Associate, 946-5856

      Joseph McLean, Associate 212-9350

      Karen Wilcox, Recording Secretary, 224-8061

      Ferg Lea – AVCOG, 783-9186

PUBLIC HEARING

                               CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Rebecca Laliberte called the Public Hearing to order at 5:40pm.  Those Board Members present were Ms. Laliberte, Gaetan Breton, Jr., George Schott, Peter Jolicoeur and John Bennett.   Joseph McLean arrived at 6:34pm.   Board Member Donna Harrison was not present. Also present were CEO Randy Ray and AVCOG representative Ferg Lea.

For the record Mr. George Schott did not participate as a Board Member for any of this evening’s meeting.

Ms. Stephenie Swiezynski of TRC addressed the Planning Board and stated that this project is to overhaul bulk electrical power primarily high voltage.  This electrical power eventually ends up in people’s homes.   An electrical blackout in the mid west in 2003 triggered a study to look at what requirements will be needed for the future.  The plan is to build new lines, rebuild existing lines and to maintain all electrical lines through Maine.  In some areas 25 feet of property owners land will need to be purchased.  There will be local and state permitting for this project.  The Public Utilities Commission (aka PUC) determines the need in the state of Maine.  The state will review site development as will the Army Corp of Engineers and the Natural Resource Protection Agency.  There will be management in the flood plains and in Shoreland zoning.  

Ms. Julie Boucher, an abutter, stated that she has been a lifelong resident of the town of Greene and has lived at her present residence for 9 years.  Ms. Boucher stated that she has concerns regarding this project which include health risks, property values, noise and visibility.  Ms. Boucher also stated cancer research has shown that living near power lines can cause brain cancer and leukemia especially in children.  She also stated that energy conservation could help to prevent blackouts.  Ms. Boucher then stated that LD 44 is underground, why not do this project underground.

Mr. Sheldon Bubier, an abutter, stated that he owns 20 acres on each side of this proposed project and he would like to know how he will be able to access his property.  Mr. Bubier stated there is nothing in the deed regarding property access.  Mr. Mike Danforth, a Project Engineer from Burns McDonald Engineering Firm stated that he would work with Mr. Bubier to retain crossing lines and research the deed(s).

Mr. George Schott, an abutter, stated that he has the same issue as Mr. Bubier.  Mr. Schott also stated that he also has an issue with ruining crops if construction happens in the summer.  Mr. Danforth stated that construction could be done in the winter to alleviate this problem.  Mr. Schott then stated he had concerns regarding the existing roads that run along his property as well as concerns regarding his Motor Cross Track.  Mr. Danforth stated that he would work with Mr. Schott on these issues.  Mr. 
Schott then stated he had some other concerns regarding mulching and seeding.  There was then a discussion regarding the span of the proposed poles.  Mr. Steve Walker of Power Engineers stated that the spans between wooden poles were typically 500 to 600 feet on moderate terrain but could be 1,000 feet and steel poles require 800 feet.  Mr. Schott then stated that he had concerns about clear cutting and an easement for the right to enter.  Mr. Danforth stated that there would be no clear cutting.  Mr. Schott asked how far would cutting be to the property line. Mr. Danforth stated that H frames would be located about 85 feet from the property line.  There was then a discussion regarding easements onto the affected properties.  Mr. Danforth stated that negotiations would take place with each owner.  There was then some discussion regarding eminent domain.  Mr. Schott then asked how long this project would take.  Ms. Swiezynski stated 2 years and that it would be started towards the end of 2010.  Ms. Swiezynski also stated that the town of Greene is in the first slate.  Final decisions regarding this project are still in negotiations with the PUC.  The hope for final litigation is June.  

Ms. Laliberte stated she was concerned about clear cutting.  Ms. Swiezynski stated that cutting would not happen below a certain level and trimming would also be done.  Ms. Swiezynski also stated that as much ground cover as possible would be left.   There was then a discussion regarding how the land would be acquired.  It was stated that all of land in question may or may not be bought.  Again there was a discussion regarding eminent domain.  It was stated that the use of eminent domain is restricted and cannot be enforced within 300 feet of a residence.  Mr. Danforth stated that there are ongoing negotiations with the affected property owners and it is not certain what land will be purchased for this project.  Mr. Brian Rayback from Pierce Atwood stated the eminent domain is truly a last resort to acquire property and CMP has never had to use this tactic.

Mr. Peter Netto, an abutter, stated that if fiber optic lines are underground why couldn’t these power lines be put under ground.  Mr. Walker stated there is a large difference between fiber optic lines and transmission lines.  The cost to put transmission lines underground is 8 to 10 times more expensive.  Mr. Walker also stated that CMP working with PUC must be cost effective.  

                               CALL TO ORDER

Chairman, Rebecca Laliberte called the regular Planning Board meeting to order at 7:12pm.  Those Members present were Ms. Laliberte, Gaetan Breton, Jr., George Schott, Peter Jolicoeur, John Bennett and Joseph McLean.   Board Member Donna Harrison was not present. Also present were CEO Randy Ray and AVCOG representative Ferg Lea.

I.                ANNOUNCEMENTS:

(A)   Planning Board Agenda for the February 9, 2010 meeting closes

  January 25, 2010.

(B)  Those who wish to appear before the Planning Board must

 Submit an application or other written documentation that

 clearly explains the purpose of the request no later than the

 agenda closing date for the next regular Planning Board

 meeting.

                          Topics will be heard under new business in the order received.

        Next regular Planning Board Meeting is February 9, 2010 at 

  7:00PM at the temporary Greene Town Office. 

(C)   All AVCOG fees must be paid prior to the signing of the Final 

Mylar.

II.               MINUTES FOR THE DECEMBER 8, 2009 PLANNING BOARD 

                         MEETING

Mr. Breton made a motion to accept the December 8, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. McLean seconded the motion.   The Board Members voted 4 in favor and 1 abstention to accept the December 8, 2009 Minutes.  Mr. Jolicoeur did not vote because he took the notes at this meeting for Ms. Wilcox to transcribe.
III.        TREASURERS REPORT

Mr. Bennett stated that the Treasurers Report showed no expenditures leaving a balance remaining of $639.68.

IV.              CEO REPORT 

Mr. Ray reported that there were 74 building permits issued in 2009.  8 new homes, 14 garages, 3 manufactured homes, 11 additions, 2 commercial, 2 pools, 9 decks, 14 sheds/barns, 8 fill, 1 change of use and 2 miscellaneous.  

OLD BUSINESS:      

V.         CENTRAL MAINE POWER SITE REVIEW

NEW BUSINESS:

VI. PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

There was a short discussion regarding the proposed ordinance amendments.  It was  agreed upon by all that a Public Hearing regarding the proposed ordinance amendments will be held on February 9, 2010 at 6:30pm.

VII. INFORMATIONAL EXCHANGE

NONE

VIII.            CORRESPONDENCE

NONE

The Planning Board agreed to turn the balance of this evening’s meeting into a workshop to discuss the proposed new hammerhead.
Seeing no other discussion, Mr. Breton made a motion for adjournment.  Mr. Jolicoeur seconded the motion.  The Board Members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:55pm.

Respectfully Submitted by

Karen Wilcox

Recording Secretary         
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